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WMC OFFICIAL 
PRAISES 
UNION 


Clinton S. Golden, Vice Chairman 
War Manpower Commission, in a 
letter of June 8, to H. L. Mitchell, 
President of The Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union, highly commended 
the Union for placing its idle mem- 
bers on seasonal war jobs in areas 
where there is a labor shortage. 

Since November of 1943, one 
thousand members of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union have been 
placed on war jobs out of the South. 
The workers are employed in the 
food processing and canning indus- 
try of New Jersey for a period of 
three to four months. 

Many of the STFU members who 
went to work during the winter 
months were tenants and share- 
croppers who returned south early 
in Maich to begin their cotton 
crops. Others are unemployed farm 
laborers who work less than 4 
months a year on the cotton plan- 
tations. All had been frozen in 
their home counties by new pat- 
terns of peonage developed by 
planters during the war. 

The STFU members are tempo- 
rarily transferred to the Meat and 
Cannery Union Local 56 (A. F. of 
L.) of Camden, which has contracts 
with nearly all employers in the 
industry of this New Jersey area. 
The workers are advanced trans- 
portation one way and they travel 
in groups of 25 to 50 by train. An 
organizer for the Union travels 
with them to their jobs. 

Often Union members must slip 
away from the cotton plantations 
and rural towns at night to get into 
Memphis or other southern cities 
where they board the train. When 
they get to Union headquarters, 
they are given meals until the next 

' train is ready to leave. Once in 
New Jersey, they are assigned to 
jobs at wages of $5 to $6 a day. 
This method of getting unemployed 

Negro and white workers out of the 

South to jobs at fair wages has 
been compared to the underground 

| railway in the days of slavery. 

However, there is nothing unlaw- 

_ ful about a Union sending its un- 
-_ employed members to jobs. This is 
a custom of trade unions which has 
been practised for many years. In 
announcing the program for the 
hiring of workers in war industries, 
Chairman McNutt of War Man- 
r Commission, stated that un- 


BOX 443, MEMPHIS, TENN, JULY, 1944 


New Cooperative 
Store Opens 


Members of the STFU in south- 
east Missouri have bought shares in 
a new cooperative store to be 
opened July ist. at Gobler, Mo. 
Plans for opening were delayed 
when the building they were plan- 
ning to use was destroyed by fire. 
The members of the Union donated 
land and timber for their store. 
The timber has been cut and the 
building will soon be completed, 
according to Taylor Turner, Secre- 
tary of the STFU Local at Gobler. 


Arkansas Planter 
Convicted of Peonage 


On March 18, Albert Sidney John- 
son, wealthy planter of Cross 
County, Arkansas. was found guilty 
and sentenced to serve two and one 
half years in the federal prison for 
holding Negro and white sharecrop- 
pers in peonage. Planter Johnson, 
in addition to using force, kept the 
ration books belonging to the men 
and women on his 2,000. acre plan- 
tation and worked these people as 
slaves. 


ion members may be placed as in 
the past by their union. The STFU 
operates a Union Hiring Hall and 
transfers only workers who are not 
employed in war industries or full 
time on the farm. 

Several war plants engaged in 
the preparation of food for the 
armed forces have maintained pro- 
duction with unskilled workers re- 
cruited by the Union. Otherwise, 
many of the Union members would 
have remained in the South in 
idleness. 

The cotton planters whose influ- 
ence in Washington has been all 
powerful, had a labor-freezing law 
adopted by Congress in 1943. This 
law prohibits the use of govern- 
ment money to transport farm 
workers out of a county unless each 
worker has the written consent of 
the county extension agent. 

The Agricultural Extension Serv- 
ice in all southern states is domi- 
nated by the cotton planters organ- 
ized in the Farm Bureau Federation. 
The planters of the South seek to 
keep a large labor supply even in 
off seasons when there is no work 
to be done. This is a means of hold- 
ing wages down to starvation levels. 
The STFU has provided an outlet 
for frozen manpower down South 
and has also helped to raise wages 
of those staying at home. 


FARM WORKERS 
HOMES SAVED 


The Delmo Farm Labor Homes 
Project housing more than 500 farm 
worker families in southeast Mis- 
souri, has been saved by prompt 
action on the part of the Union. 
Learning that plans were under 
way to abandon the project and 
sell the homes to private plantation 
owners, the Union members in Mis- 
souri circulated petitions demand- 
ing that the project be continued 
under government ownership. Pres- 
ident Mitchell filed a protest with 
Judge Marvin Jones. War Food Ad- 
ministrator, against plans of some 
of his assistants to close the homes 
to farm workers. This protest 
pointed out that it would not be 
in the interest of the war effort for 
the government to close the project. 

A letter was received from Col. 
Wilson R. Buie, Assistant Director 
of Labor for WFA on May 30th., 
denying that any movement to 
abolish the project had been made. 

The Delmo Farm Labor Homes 
were constructed by Farm Security 
Administration in 1939 following 
the highway demonstration by 1,500 
STFU members who were evicted 
by the cotton planters in the midst 
of a snow storm in January of that 
year. The cotton planters at that 
time were glad to see the govern- 
ment provide homes for workers 
they did not need. At this time they 
want them to move back in shacks 
on the plantation to work at low 
wages. 

The War Food Administration is 
using the housing projects as labor 
supply centers and is transporting 
residents to and from jobs on farms 
and related industries throughout 
the country. 


UNION GIVEN 300 
ACRES OF LAND 


Members of the Pleasant Valley 
Local No. 141, located near Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, have donated 
300 acres of land to the Union. In 
accepting the gift, the Executive 
Council of the STFU pledged all 
aid to the New Mexico members in 
getting credit for the farmers there 
who own about 26,000 acres of farm 
land. The 300 acres will be used as 
a start toward setting up landless 
farm workers from the mid-south 
on farms of their own. 
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College Students 
Join Union 


Nearly 300 college students have 
joined the Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers Union. The STFU Executive 
Council at its quarterly meeting in 
April, paved the way for these new 
members by setting up a student 
membership division in the Union. 

The new student workers were 
recruited during May and June 
while attending colleges in the 
states of Arkansas, Texas, Tennes- 
see, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Virginia. The student members are 
being placed on jobs for the sum- 
mer in food plants in New Jersey. 
Nearly all are girls who come from 
rural areas in the South. 

Already at work near Bridgeton, 
N. J., are 136 student workers. They 
have organized a system of self 
government, set up Union commit- 
tees to handle grievances, educa- 
tional, and recreational programs. 
Three student counselors recom- 
mended by college officials, have 
been empolyed to help operate the 
project. The students are housed 
in a new Federal Housing project 
known as the Seabrook Dormi- 
tories, located near their place of 
employment. The students will earn 
fair wages during their vacation 
this summer, make a contribution 
to the war effort, and in addition 
will receive valuable training and 
experience in the trade union move- 
ment. These young people are the 
future leaders of the rural South. 

As a result of this movement on 
the part of the STFU, many of 
the realitves and friends of the 
student members are becoming int- 
erested in the Union and have ap- 
plied for membership. This project 
is a means of extending the STFU 
to all southern states. 


War Veterans May 


Buy Farms With 
Government Aid 


Soldiers, sailors, and marines 
who have served more than 90 days 
in the armed forces since Septem- 
ber, 1940, are now eligible to buy 
farms of their own with the gov- 
ernment guaranteeing half of a 
loan up to $4,000 at 4% interest and 
on 20 years time to pay for a farm 
or business. Any veteran of this 
war, white or colored, who has an 
honorable discharge from the serv- 
ice, may make application for a 
loan to purchase a farm. The South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union will aid 
its members who have been dis- 
charged from the service, in getting 
government help to buy land and 
homes. 7 
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Nazi War Prisoners 
In the Cotton Fields 


Thousands of captured German 
soldiers are being brought into the 
cotton plantation area along the 
Mississippi River for the purpose 
of aiding plantation owners to keep 
down the wages of farm workers 
to $1.50 to $2 a day. H. L. Mitchell, 
President of STFU, protested the 

_ use of war prisoners for this pur- 
pose by writing to Chairman Paul 
.V. McNutt of the War Manpower 
Commission. 

The Extension Service, controlled 
by the Farm Bureau, is responsible 
for certifying the need for war 
prisoners. A local committee of 
planters sets the wage rate paid the 
government for the use of war 
prisoner labor. With 1,000 prisoners 
now located in Crittenden County, 
Arkansas, the planters can fix wage 
rates at starvation levels and thus 
force American citizens.to accept 
the same pay. 

Meanwhile, in the city of Mem- 
phis, local officials of the War Man- 
power Commission report that three 
to five thousand workers are idle. 
Thousands of Memphis workers 
usually go out to work on the near- 
by cotton fields during the culti- 
vating and harvesting season. Many 
of the workers are women and 
earnings of their family during war 
time, cannot be forced to accept 
jobs at the low wages offered. 


Union's Post- 
War Program 


Rural Sociology, a quarterly mag- 
azine, has announced publication 
of the Union’s program, “The Rural 
South After The War,” in its next 
issue, September, 1944. This pro- 
gram which will be brought to the 
attention of students of rural life 
throughout America, was prepared 
on the basis of 41 replies to a ques- 
tionaire sent to all Union Locals 
last August. The program was then 
adopted by the 10th. annual con- 
vention of the STFU in November 
as our official program. 

Senator William Langer of North 
Dakota also inserted the program 
in the Congressional Record and 
copies of reprints are being mailed 
out to all Union members and 
friends of.the Union. 


Executive Council in 
Quarterly Meeting 


The STFU Executive Council met 
in Memphis on April 30th. in its 
regular quarterly session. All mem- 
bers were present except Roy E. 
Raley. An organizing budget for 6 
months was adopted. Plans were 
worked out for transfer of Union 
members during their off season on 
the farm, to other jobs. A special 
student memberhsip division was 
set up. A gift of 300 acres of land, 
made by members of Local 141 in 
New Mexico, was accepted. It was 
voted to credit all members with 
dues payment made while out on 
jobs, toward 1944 or 1945 member- 
ship dues. Reports were made on 
conferences and meetings attended 
by officials and members. A new 
pass word was adopted and the 
Council adjourned to meet 3 months 
after date. 
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COOPERATIVE ELECTS 
DIRECTORS 


The Spruce Pine Cooperative held 
a share holders meeting at Russell- 
ville, Ala., on June 17, for the pur- 
pose of electing new directors for 
the year ending June 1, 1945. J. T. 
Mashburn was elected Chairman of 
the Board, A. A. Tiggs, L. W. Win- 
ston, A. L. Porter, and R. B. Isom, 
were re-elected to serve for the 
coming year. The share holders 
voted to pass the payment of di- 
vidends for the year and to invest 
all reserve funds in merchandise. 
the basis of purchases made from 
Dividends will be paid to patrons on 
June 1, 1944, every six months here- 
after. J. F. Hynds remains as Man- 
ager. 
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Under A Governor's Nos: 

On June 1, the United Pr 
ported that Governor Olin J 
announced that any Carpet Bagger 
from the North or any southern 
Scalawag caught hiring workers for 
jobs out of the state, would be 
jailed promptly. 

Four days later, Vice President 
F. R. Betton of Cotton Plant, Ar- 
kansas, arrived in Governor John- 


son’s state capital at Columbis, at 


C. and left that afternoon for New 
Jersey with 
aboard a special train. 


OKLAHOMA ORGANIZING 
UNDER WAY 


John Alford Gammill is.in charge 
of the campaign to extend the Un- 
ion in Oklahoma. He reports that 
many of the old Locals are taking 
on new life and are growing. A new 
Local has been chartered in Clear- 
view, and other new Locals are in 
the process of organization. The 
State Federation of Labor (A. F. 
of L.), has pledged full cooperation 
in aiding the Union. The State 
President, Mr. Vinall, is resquesting 
all A. F. of L. Unions to give pref- 
erence to members of the STFU in 
hiring workers for war jobs. 


A New Rural Industry 


The Memphis Press-Scimitar re- 
ports that there are 19 new food 
and livestock feed dehydrating 
plants in Mississippi County, Ark- 
ansas alone. Dehydrating plants are 
being built all over the South at 
low cost. They employ 25 to 30 
farm workers at low wages and the 
owners reap a high profit. The 
workers in this new rural industry 
are as yet unorganized. 


Tee Davis Pardon 
Campaign 

Tee Davis, member of the STFU 
from Edmondson, Ark., whose 
sentence for defending his home 
against unlawful entry was upheld 
by the Arkansas Supreme Court, is 
now serving a term in the state 
prison. Attorney K. T. Sutton has 
been retained in an effort to se- 
cure a pardon for Davis. The Work- 
ers Defense League and the Na- 
tional Association for Advancement 
of Colored People are both cooper- 
ating in the campaign to free Tee 
Davis. 


24 student workers } 


Farmers’ War 
Aims Stated 


A joint program adopted by pro- 
gressive farmers at a conference in 
St. Louis on March 26, is being at- 
tached to this issue of the Farm 
Worker. The . Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union had representatives 
at the St. Louis meeting and helped 
draft the program, Other farm 
groups, such as the progressive 
section of the Farm Bureau, the 
National Farmers Union ,and many 
independent farmers joined in 
adopting this statement of war 
aims of farmers. We urge everyone 
to read the statement from the 
Congressional Record. 


New Districts 
Chartered 


The East Arkansas District Coun- 
cil of the STFU made up of.all Lo- 
cals in St. Francis, Lee, Phillips, Crit- 
tenden, Cross, and Poinsett coun- 
ties, has been chartered. Officers 
are C. C. Watson, President; T. B. 
Burgens, Vice President; Viola Mc- 
Daniel, Secretary. The regular meet- 
ing place is Forrest City. 

The Central Arkansas District of 
the STFU, composed of all Locals 
in Woodruff, Monroe, Prairie, and 
Lincoln counties, has also been 
chartered. H. Y. Baker is President; 
George Stith is Secretary. The regu- 
lar meeting place is Cotton Plant, 
and meetings are held the first 
Saturday in each month. 


Changes Made in 
Union Staff 


office secretary for the Union, left 
on May 20th. to join her husband, 
Private James Richburg of the U. S. 
Army paratroops, stationed at Ft. 
Benning, Ga. Alberta is the daugh- 
ter of J. F. Hynds, Executive Coun- 
cil member and manager of the 
Spruce Pine Cooperative Store. 

Miss Ellen Dowe, formerly with 
the Memphis Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, accepted a position 
with the Union on June ist. Miss 
Dowe for a number of years held 
responsible positions with several 
government agencies. In 1943, while 
employed by U.S.O. Travelers Aid, 
she established the unit serving 
Camp McCain in Grenada, Miss. 
She is a college graduate and re- 
ceived her social work training at 
Tulane University in New Orleans. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, a volun- 
teer worker residing near Memphis, 
was in charge of the office for a 
ten day period after Mrs. Rich- 
burg’s resignation. 


New Members in Calif. 


B. T. W. Harris, former Presi- 
dent of an east Texas Local and 
now in Palm Springs, California, 
reports many new applications for 
STFU membership and that a new 
Local will be established on the 
west coast in the near future. 


BUY WAR BONDS 


The Forgotten Man's Fund 


On November 1, 1943, the Southern Tenant Farmers Union balance 


was $471.22. 


From November 1, to May 1, we received $8,201.62. Member- 


ship dues accounted for $2,060.31. Grants, loans, and other contributions 
amounted to $6,141.31. Total $8,672.84. 

Expenditures for this period amounted to $7,048.91. Salaries and 
organizers travel expenses were $4,959.20. Office expenses, $1,206.30. Legal 
expenses, taxes, payments on loans, amounted to $1,783.41. The bank 
balance on May 1, was $723.93. A total of $8,672.84, The above statement 
is condensed from the semi-annual report made by A.-B. Hall Co., Public 
Accountants. It does not include $2,201.37 expended in transportation of 
workers, as this fund is held in separate accounts and was also audited, 


by the accountants. 


Ve want to raise $30,000 before the end of the year 1944, to extend 


our Union to 


all southern states. This can be done if members will pay 


their dues and make a contribution to the work of their organization. 


The balance needed is $21,327.16. 


SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS 
Box 443 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Enclosed find $ 
(Check X) 


.-...L want to pay 1944 membership 


UNION 


dues for my family ($3.00 dues, $1.00 


legal defense, ($1.00 initiation fee if a new member) for all mem- 
bers of the family, husband, wife and children living at home. 


---»---L want to contribute $. 


I will get 


to the Forgotten Man’s Fund. : 


new members. Send me an organizer’s credential. 


Mrs. Alberta Richburg, for 3 years” 
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